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GOD’S PLAN FOR BELIEVERS
The Doorway Class Lesson # 2

THE LOCAL NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
A church is a group of baptized believers that have voluntarily joined themselves together to fulfill the Great Commission.

I. Jesus and His Church
A. The First Church Was _____________________ with Jesus Christ & His   

Disciples (Matthew 16:18)
__________________________________________________________________________	

     __________________________________________________________________________
    B. The Church Was Empowered on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2)
__________________________________________________________________________	

     __________________________________________________________________________
    C. The Church Was ___________________________ by the Apostle Paul  

	 (Ephesians 3:1-7)
__________________________________________________________________________	

     __________________________________________________________________________
	

Matthew 
16:13-19
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II. Why Baptist?
B ___________________________ Is Our Final Authority 
(2 Peter 1:20-21; John 10:35)

Autonomy of Every Local Church (Colossians 1:18)

P ___________________________ of Every Believer
(1 Timothy 2:5-6; Revelation 5:9-10)

T _______________ Church Ordinances 
(Baptism & Lord’s Supper)

Individual Soul Liberty (Romans 14:12)

S ________________ Church Membership (Acts 2:47)

Two Offices (Pastor & Deacon; 1 Timothy 3:1,8)

Separation of Church and State 
(John 18:36; Romans 13:1; Acts 5:27-29)

ORDINANCES

“As Baptist people, we do not 
identify our beginnings with 
the Protestant Reformation. 
We did not come out of the 
church of Rome for we were 
never in it. We came through 
the Reformation not from the 
Reformation. A true Baptist 
finds his beginnings in the 
Scripture and in Christ alone”                                     
- Pastor John M Anderson

C.H. 
Spurgeon

1861

"We believe that the Baptists are the original Christians. 
We did not commence our existence at the reformation, we 
were reformers before Luther and Calvin were born; we 
never came from the Church of Rome, for we were never in it, 
but we have an unbroken line up to the apostles themselves. We 
have always existed from the days of Christ, and our principles, 
sometimes veiled and forgotten, like a river which may travel 
under ground for a little season, have always had honest and 
holy adherents. Persecuted alike by Romanists and Protestants 
of almost every sect, yet there has never existed a Government 
holding Baptist principles which persecuted others; nor, I 
believe, any body of Baptists ever held it to be right to put the 
consciences of others under the control of man. We have ever 
been ready to suffer, as our martyrologies will prove, but we are 
not ready to accept any help from the State, to prostitute the 
purity of the Bride of Christ to any alliance with Government, 
and we will never make the Church, although the Queen, the 
despot over the consciences of men."


